
 

 

 
White House Contact: Sonja.hughes@dartington.org (01803 847207) 

1) About Dartington Hall Trust 

Staying at Dartington, you are surrounded by 42 listed buildings and monuments, our 

grade II listed gardens, medieval, modernist, arts & crafts and contemporary 

buildings, 700 acres of farmland, 350 acres of woodland and three miles of 

riverbank. Take a break and have a wander. 

The Dartington experiment was set up in 1925 by two extraordinary visionaries - 

Dorothy and Leonhard Elmhirst who bought this 1200 acre estate as base for a 

radical experiment in rural regeneration. It was here that the Welfare State manifesto 

for the post-war government was drafted, where the wild idea of making glass in 

North Devon was dreamed up, where progressive education flowered, radical child 

protection policies were debated and where many artists from all over the world 

found creative refuge.  

The 21st century Dartington remains true to the ethos of the Elmhirst’s and we 

continue to attract outstanding individuals and organisations to our beautiful estate to 

tackle pressing problems of our time. We believe that enterprise and creativity can 

flourish together and our enterprise activities play a vital role in supporting our 

charitable programmes.  
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2) White House, Foxhole 

History 

White House was built in 1962 and is located within Foxhole, which was the campus 

for Dartington Hall School (Number 17 on Dartington Estate Map). 

Dartington Hall School, founded in 1926, offered a progressive coeducational 

boarding life. It’s ethos was a “School of Adventure’ and when it started there was a 

minimum of formal classroom activity and the children learnt by involvement in estate 

activities. 

The school closed in the 1980’s and apart from residential accommodation during 

the annual Dartington International Summer School, the building has mostly been 

empty and unused.  

In 2016, in response to the refugee crisis, Dartington has been opening up and 

restoring the White House building so that it can be used as a resource by Refugee 

and Asylum Seeker groups. So far this year, we have hosted over 60 people from 10 

different countries for Arts and Craft workshops. The White House Refugee 

Programme is still being explored and developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Facilities 

Built in the 1960’s as an English boarding school block, White House is a 

comfortable but somewhat quirky building. Please be aware the building has been 

empty for quite a while and whilst we are excited to be bringing it back to life and 

back into use, we anticipate there will be things that need fixing/ items we’ve not 

realised are missing. Sonja will be monitoring this weekly so do let us know about 

maintenance issues so we can address them. 
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Each bedroom has a single bed, a desk, shelves, sink 

and a wardrobe/ cupboard area. 

On the bedroom floor, there are four shared toilets, two 

showers and four baths. The baths are quite short in 

size. (State of Emergency can also make use of the 

shower facilities at Space studios). Downstairs there 

are additional female and male toilets. 

On the bedroom floor, there is also a small kitchen 

(suitable for making breakfast, tea, coffee etc. but not 

suitable for cooking meals). Adjacent to the ‘breakfast’ 

kitchen is a small dinning space, which you are 

welcome to use for breakfast or as a quiet chill out room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the ground floor is the main communal space. There is a large kitchen (with three 

cookers, fridge and freezer), dinning tables and lounge area. 

 

There is also a Utility Room which contains two washing machines and access to 

inside and outside clothes airers. 
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3) Practical Information 

Bins 

Kitchen, bedroom and bathroom bins will be emptied once a week. There is site bin 

located outside White House if you need to empty more frequently. No need to sort 

recycling as this is done after collection. 

 

Bathrooms and toilets 

 

White House has shared toilets, showers and baths. Please be considerate of others 

and keep as clean and tidy as possible after use e.g. dry floor if wet, rinse bath/ 

shower after use, clean toilet. Cleaning products are stored in the downstairs Utility 

Room if needed. 

 

Bathrooms will be professionally cleaned by Dartington a minimum of once a week. 

 

Do not flush items other than toilet paper in the toilets. Sanitary bags and toilet 

bins are provided for disposal of items such tampons/ sanitary towels/ baby wipes/ 

cotton buds etc. This is really important to avoid blocking the system- our historic 

drains will not cope. You have been warned! 

 

Cleaning 

Dartington will carry out cleaning of communal areas (bathrooms, corridors) and your 

bedroom (hoover, dust and change linen) once a week. 

You are responsible for keeping the two kitchens tidy (washing up, emptying fridges 

of out dated food etc.). 

 

Internet access 

At the time of writing, we are still working on installing WIFI in White House. We have 

some delays due to problems with re-activating the phone line but our IT department 

is working as a priority to resolve this.  

In the meantime, WIFI can be accessed at Space, Roundhouse Café, White Hart, 

Volunteer Hub, and Visitor Centre.  

To access Wi-Fi at these locations please follow these steps: 

 First select the Dartington (Guest) network on your mobile device. 

 Next, open or refresh your web browser, any page is fine.  You must do this even 

if you don’t need to browse the Internet. 

 You will be redirected to a logon screen.   
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Laundry  

Your bed linen and towel is provided by Dartington and will be changed weekly. 
There are washing machines and airers in the White House accommodation block so 
you can wash your own clothes. Washing powder/ fabric conditioner is not provided. 

Security 

There is a Digi Lock on the entrance to White House and you will be given the code 

upon arrival. Please do not share this code with anyone not staying at White House. 

 

Each individual bedroom has a key that you will be issued with so you can lock up 

when you are not in the building. Please note there is a lost key charge of £20 (due 

to the nature of the old building, if lost we need to replace the whole lock and not just 

the key!). 

 

Although we live in a peaceful, rural community, opportunist crimes still happen so 

please make sure you close windows, check doors etc. are locked when you are all 

leaving the building. 

 

Please make sure you have appropriate insurance for all your items, as Dartington 

cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage. 

Please report anything suspicious on site to Sonja Hughes, alternatively contact the 

security office 07866 411 244 (07.00 – 22.30 Monday to Friday and 12.00 – 22.30 

Saturday and Sunday) or the DACS night security manager on 07779 002 229 

outside of these hours. 

 

Shopping 

The nearest Supermarket’s are in Totnes town centre (either Morrison’s or Coop)- 

both are reasonably priced and have a wide range of items. 

 

For day to day shopping essentials (e.g. bread, milk) you can just take a short walk 

across the road from White House to Dartington Village Stores (open Monday – 

Saturday 8am – 6pm and on Sunday 8am-12pm).  

 

White House is also adjacent to The Shops at Dartington. There is a wide range of 

boutique food and craft shops – great for gifts and delicious treats. Also two cafes 

(Cranks and Venus). 

 

Transport and parking 

CAR 

For Satnav, use postcode TQ9 6EB. 
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From Exeter: From the M5, take the Plymouth (A38) road until the exit signposted 

to Totnes, Dartmouth and Kingsbridge. Turn left onto the A384 and shortly after 

the Dartington village sign, turn left at Dartington Church. For Foxhole take the 

first right shortly after and for the main courtyard, Higher Close and Space 

continue to the top of the hill. 

From Plymouth take the A38 up to the A385 turning, signposted to Totnes, 

Dartmouth and Kingsbridge. Then as above. 

If you are staying at White House we can provide you with a car parking permit. 

Please ensure that you park in the designated permit car parks.  You may be 

issued with a fine for parking outside of these areas. 

BUS 

The 165 bus service runs between Dartington Hall and Totnes Monday to 

Saturday and takes approx 10 mins.  The bus stops outside the Visitor’s Centre 

at Dartington Hall and opposite the Tourist Information Centre in Totnes.  

TAXIS 

Taxis can be booked by telephone from: 

Happy Cabby: 01803 559292  

Badger Cabs: 01803 840400 

TRAIN 

The nearest rail station is at Totnes (on the main Paddington – Penzance line), 

approximately 1½ miles from White House (approx. 35 min walk/10 min taxi ride). 

There is a taxi rank at Totnes Station. There is a footpath to Dartington directly 

from the station that travels alongside the River Dart for ¾ mile and meets with 

the Dartington drive. For train schedule details contact Rail Enquiries: 08457 

484950 or visit www.thetrainline.com 

 

WALKING/ CYCLING 

To walk into Totnes, there is a scenic (and very flat!) riverside walk direct from 

Foxhole. Takes around 35 minutes from White House depending on your speed. 

  

http://www.thetrainline.com/
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4) House Rules 

Some Do’s and Dont’s for Health & Safety (as well as harmonious communal living!): 

General rules 

 No smoking, candles, joss sticks etc. inside the building. There is a smoking 
area and bin provided outside (please note we have very sensitive Fire 
Alarms and the Fire Service is automatically called out if an alarm is activated. 

 Report any broken or malfunctioning items (fill out Maintenance Form) 

 Inform State of Emergency if you are going to be away at night (this is so we 
can let our Fire Warden know that you’re not in building in case of evacuation)  

 For Security, close windows and lock doors when you leave the building. 
 

Bedrooms 

 No food in bedrooms. Eat and drink in Kitchen/Living room areas only. 

 No visitors over night are permitted. 

Kitchen 

 Keep an eye on your food and be aware when it goes off and throw away. 
 Recommend you empty and clean the fridge once in two weeks. 
 Thoroughly clean plates, pots and dishes etc. with washing up liquid, straight 

after you finish using them.  
 Put away dishes, plates, cutlery when dry 

Bathroom 

 If the bathroom is flooded with water after you use it, please mop and dry the 
floor after yourself. 

 Ensure toilet is clean after each use 
 Use sanitary bags and bin provided (do not flush tampons/ sanitary towels/ 

cotton buds down the toilet). 

Utility areas 

 Wash machine – empty machine as soon as your cycle is finished.  
 Iron & ironing board – when finished with iron, turn off and unplug from wall. 

Living/ Communal areas 

 Turn off the lights if you are last to leave room. 
 Make sure everything is nice and tidy. 
 Close all the windows and doors (security) when leaving building              

Garden 

Smokers are to use cigarette butt bin outside White House. Please do not dump 
butts or ash in the grass or on the ground. 
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5) Emergencies 

 

Doctors: Leatside Surgery, Babbage Road, Totnes, TQ9 5JA 

 Tel: 01803 862 671  www.leatside.co.uk    

Dentist: Hyegia, Malt Mill Lane, Totnes   

 Tel: 01803 866166    

Emergency Dentist: Den Dental, Newton Abbot 01626 325920 or   

 Castle Circus, Torquay 01803 217777    

Police: Call 999 /112 in emergency   

 Devon & Cornwall Police Tel: 08452777444   

Fire: Call 999 /112 in an emergency    

 

Please familiarise yourself with the fire precautions wherever 

they are displayed 

Totnes Hospital: 
Coronation Road, Totnes 01803 862622 

 

FIRST AID:  

Many of the Dartington Hall Trust Employees are first aiders and the quickest way to 

contact a first aider is via the White Hart Bar or the Main Office- if during the day call 

Guest Services on 01803 847101. If late at night, call to the Night Manager’s mobile 

07779 002220 

Please do not hesitate to ask for assistance if required. 
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6) Leisure Activities on Dartington Estate 

Best way to keep up to date and see what events and activities are happening on 

Dartington Estate is to check out the ‘What’s On’ website and sign up to the 

newsletter: 

https://www.dartington.org/whats-on/ 

 

Here is a little snapshot: 

 

Barn Cinema 

The Barn Cinema is an independent cinema situated in a renovated 14th century 

barn within the grounds of the Dartington estate. There are matinee, tea-time and 

evening screenings 7 days week. Pick up a cinema guide at the Box Office. 

 

Grade II Listed Gardens 

At the heart of 880-acre estate sit our Grade 2* listed gardens, open year round from 

dawn till dusk. With a rich sense of history and a host of features to explore – from a 

Henry Moore sculpture to a yew tree at least 1,500 years old – the gardens at 

Dartington are often featured in best gardens lists, and are worth exploring all year 

round. 

 

Every Wednesday at 11am, there is a free Garden Tour (meet at Box Office). 

 

Swimming 

The swimming pool is at Higher Close and opens in June.  Wrist bands for the 

swimming pool are available at Visitor Centre. Please do not swim alone.  It is the 

responsibility of all adults present to ensure that the pool is used in a sensible way.  

A responsible adult must accompany any child under the age of 16.  The number of 

people in the pool at any one time must not exceed 25.  The pool will be open 

between 9.00am and 9.00 pm. 

 

White Hart Restaurant and Bar 

With an emphasis on locally sourced food, and value for money, The White Hart bar 

and restaurant is a place to enjoy a great meal in comfortable surroundings. Special 

offer for May– 2 for 1 Sunday Roast Dinners! 

  

  

https://www.dartington.org/whats-on/
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7) Activities Off The Estate 

 

Totnes 

For a little town, it has got a LOT going on! Markets, live music, artist galleries, 

independent shops…every weekend/ evening there is always something going on 

(and lots of activities for low cost/free). Best way to find out what is happening, is to 

go for a wander and check out the community notice boards. 

  

Yoga 

Hatha Yoga class every Thursday 17:30 – 19:00 at Dartington Village Hall. £9 per 

class or 4 consecutive classes for £30. For more info contact Mark on 07507 791051 

or atmamantra@gmail.com 

 

Running 

Dartington Estate itself is perfect to explore through running. If you prefer to run with 

people, the closest running club is the Teignbridge Trotters 

(http://www.teignbridgetrotters.co.uk/) who train every Monday and Wednesday 

nights. Speak to Sonja if you want a lift. 

 

Totnes Canoe Club 

Best way to explore the River Dart: http://www.totnescanoeclub.org.uk/ 
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